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Nairobi meets Mad Professor

Buenos Aires-based dub band presents debut

BY ANA LAURA CARUSO
Herald staff

While the dub scene is positively
exploding all over the world, all
that’s left for Buenos Aires city to
become a buffet of music is to have
its own dub band. That’s when
Nairobi comes into the picture. The
band started two years ago and is
currently presenting their debut al-
bum Wu Wei: Nairobi meets Mad
Professor, released by Estamos Fe-
lices record label. The CD was
mixed at Ariwa Studios (London)
by Mad Professor and features col-
laborations by Lee Perry and Sly &
Robbie. The quintet comprises Ar-
gentine musicians Ivi Lee (vocals
and synthesizers), George Wash-
ington (guitars), Bastard (drums),
Chile's D] Baladi (scratch and sam-
pling) and Mexico's Chivi (bass).
Nairobi played at Glastonbury Fes-
tival (UK) in June — the largest out-
door music and performing arts
festival in the world — and then
started touring around Europe.
Now, they are playing in Buenos
Aires to promote their debut al-
bum.

For those who are not familiar
with the term, “dub” is a music genre
that actually evolved from reggae
and involves revisions of songs al-
ready recorded by others. The dub
sound consists of instrumental
remixes of existing recordings. This
is generally achieved by removing
the vocals from an existing music
piece, emphasizing the drums or
adding extensive echo effects. Lee
“Scratch” Perry pioneered the style
in the 1960s and early 1970s.

The Herald met Nairobi at a piz-
za parlour in San Telmo to talk about
their debut album. “Eating pizza af-
ter playing is paramount for us,”
George says as soon as we all sit
down.

How did you meet?

Bastard: [ met Ivi Lee about six
years ago. He was playing with
George Washington in a band called
Martin & the Deerhunters. I went
to see their last show at La Cigale
and started talking to Ivy. We soon
learnt that we both liked dub mu-
sic and became close friends. One
day, we got together to jam and lat-
er decided to start a band with the
former members of Martin & the
Deerhunters. Yet, Ivdn and I later
took another road. We met Chivi
(bass) through some Chilean
friends. Chivi told me that he had
composed a dub song. I listened to
itand I liked it. So we started a dub
trio and began playing. We later met
DJ Baladi and George. We started
playing in 2007.

What does Wu Wei mean?
Bastard: It is an important con-
cept in Taoism that involves know-
ingwhen to act and when not to act.
We chose it as a title because that's
how Nairobi started, it was only nat-
ural. Besides, we feel that we belong
to something bigger than Nairobi
—something universal.

Are there many dub bands in Ar-
gentina?
George: There is a band called

Humanidab which plays a root dub
style (with drums) and also a band
called Alimentosonoro from Zarate
who play a sort of punk dub, which
is very good. But there’s not much
more than that.

Which bands do you usually play
with?

George: We play with many dif-
ferent bands — it doesn’t matter
what they do. We played with rock
bands Los Alamos and Los Peyotes
two weeks ago. It is great, actually,
because many people go to see these
bands and end up listening to us.

Ivi Lee: A lot of the people who
listen to dub music do not belong
to the “reggae scene.” We like to mix
all music styles. There’s a bad thing
about Buenos Aires — there are
many musical sub-cultures and they
can't stand listening to other styles.
But when two or three different
bands are scheduled to play on the
same day it’s like going to a party
on a ship — either you have fun or
you fall asleep, because you can't
jump off.

From left to right, the five members of Nairobi: Chivi,

George, Ivi L

Are there any local bands you en-
joy listening to?

George: We love Uruguayan mu-
sic above all — Hablan por la es-
palda, Fiesta Animal, Pharaon, San-
ta Cruz. People in Uruguay love to
dance at concerts and they are less
prejudiced.

Did you get good reviews from the
CD?

Ivi Lee: We don’t know many
people’s opinion yet. The press
published positive reviews. We are
sure of ourselves but we don’t
know if listeners will like the mu-
sic or not. There are only very few
people who are familiar with
Nairobi. It's difficult to increase
your audience, even if you get
good reviews.

What was it like touring around Eu-
rope?

Ivi Lee: Playing Glastonbury fes-
tival was fantastic. It was perfect-
ly organized and you could feel
good vibes everywhere. It was the
best way of beginning the tour.

album tonight

ee, Bastard and DJ Ba/adi.

What struck me the most was the
European audience — they are way
more demonstrative than Argen-
tine fans. See, in Argentina, people
go crazy about rock n roll. In Eu-
rope, that's past history —they pre-
fer dub instead. In Argentina, you
see people moshing at rock con-
certs and standing still at dub con-
certs. But you can mosh listening
to dub too! When we played in
Uruguay, everybody was jumping
and dancing. We want to make peo-
ple have fun and forget about their
troubles.

George: However, we seek more
than pure amusement. We don’t
want people to come to our shows
and then go back to their houses
as if they turned on the TV on a
Sunday afternoon. I once read an
interview where Mick Jagger said
that the best way of listening to
the Rolling Stones was while hav-
ing sex. Anyway, no one can say
which is the best way of listening
to music. We don’t want our au-
dience to share a particular way
of thinking. You can be a Rasta-
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farian, a Communist.... everything
is fine with us.

Ivi Lee: We enjoy watching shows.
It's such a good sensation when you
go to a concert and it takes you
back.

What concerts made you feel that
way?

Ivi Lee: Seun Kuti, Mad Profes-
sor and Lee Perry, James Brown...
They give their very best on stage.
We like to create a certain mood in
our shows. We want people to smile,
relax and enjoy.

George: There are times when
the artist is the lead figure in a show
and other times when the audi-
ence is the main character. At
times, also, the artist and audience
are on the same level, like at Wood-
stock. We don't care if we're play-
ing in Padua or in Glastonbury, it
all depends on how we and the au-
dience feel.

Who did you share the stage with
at Glastonbury?

1vi Lee: There were a lot of great
bands — Blur, Bruce Springsteen,
Seun Kuti, Dub Pistols...

What were the places you played
in Europe like?

1vi Lee: They were pubs or clubs
mostly. We also played at a five-
floor-squat in Berlin. Thing is, we
love to play. I remember reading
that actors don’t know what to do
with their lives when they are not
shooting a movie. The same goes
for us!

George: It's like Hendrix record
Band of Gypsys, which owes its ti-
tle to the sensation of not knowing
where your home is.

Ivi Lee: We think of ourselves as
professional musicians, we want to
make a living out of this and play
a lot. That’s why we invested in
touring abroad, and we recorded
the album with international fig-
ures.

How did you get in contact with
Mad Professor?

Bastard: We tried to get in con-
tact with him since the moment
we knew that he was coming to
Buenos Aires. We wanted him to
listen to our songs. He did and said
he was willing to take part in the
album. He suggested that we
mixed the album at Ariwa Studios.
We later learned that Lee Perry had
also accepted our offer to collab-
orate in the album, so Ivi Lee went
to Lee Perry’s house in Switzer-
land.

Ivi Lee: It was magical. I arrived
in town and it was all covered in
snow. Lee Perry is a very profes-
sional and hard-working person —
he is also a deep and mystical hu-
man being.

| WHERE & |
[ WHEN |
Tonight: Macumba y exorcismo at
Ultra Bar, San Martin 678. At 9pm.
Free admission. With help and
support from the Opcion Mdsica

programme of the Buenos Aires
City Government.




